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2012 Shenandoah County Fair 
 

Steer Ultrasound Data Explanation 
 

Column A: Exhibitor 
Column B: Tag Number 
Column C: End Wt. (provided by Shenandoah County Extension Office) 
Column D:   Carcass Wt. (ending wt. x 63.5% dressing) 
Column E: Ultrasound rib eye area 
Column F: Average REA required (based on carcass weight) 
Column G: Ultrasound Rib Fat 
Column H: Ultrasound %IMF 
Column I: Marbling Score (based on %IMF and used to determine quality grade) 
Column J: Quality Grade (based on ultrasound data, NOT Live quality grade) 
Column K: Yield Grade (calculated using carcass wt., REA, and back fat) 
Column L: % Retail Product (calculated based on carcass weight, back fat, and muscling) 
Column M: Base Carcass Price ($/lb.) – Actual price for cattle killed the day of your fair 
Column N: Quality Grade Premium/Discount – Low Choice being the median with premiums 

and discounts applied accordingly 
Column O: Yield Grade Premium/Discount – Yield Grades 3.1 – 3.9 are the median with  
  premiums and discounts applied accordingly 
Column P: Carcass Weight Premium/Discount – 600 – 900 pound carcasses are acceptable  
  Discounts applied to carcasses over 901 pounds 
Column Q: Carcass Price ($/lb.) – the final price/lb. that given carcass is worth after  
  Incorporating all premiums and discounts 
Column R: Total Carcass Value – The carcass price/lb. x carcass weight for that animal 
Column S: Final Rank  
 
Pertinent Facts: 

1) Steers were disqualified if they had a: 
A:  hot carcass wt. of less than 600 pounds or more than 950 pounds 
B:  Yield grade of 4.0 or higher 
C:  Quality grade of Select – or lower 

 
**This year’s steers were ranked by quality and yield and within that ranked again based on 
Percent Retail Product and Total Carcass Value to generate the final placing. 
 
Steers 1 – 12 meet industry standards – all being choice cattle and yield grade 1-2s.  They 
were ranked based on Percent Retail Product with any ties broken on Total Carcass Value. 
 
Steers 13 – 17 generally need more muscle, but are within adequate fat and YG range and 
acceptable quality grade. 



 
Steers 18 – 19 have plenty of muscle but simply need more time on feed to reach that 
choice quality grade. 
 
Steers 20 – 25 as a group need more REA and are approaching the upper end of being over 
finished; however, are still within an acceptable yield grade range. 
 
Steers 26 – 27 while having less total carcass value than the final three steers, are more 
industry acceptable in terms of fat cover and yield grade.  Furthermore, steer 26 is heavier 
muscled than 27 and is a higher cutability steer with a more acceptable yield grade. 
 
Steers 28 – 30 are simply too light muscled, carrying too much finish and are disqualified 
for possessing a yield grade of 4.0+. 
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ibler

83770
1317

836
15.9

13.8
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C
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$0.000
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$0.013
$0.00
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C
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